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Power to the People

Power to the People brings together two Arts + Culture graduating classes in the production 
of an innovative multi-disciplinary exhibition and poster campaign celebrating the power of 
individual and collective action to advance social and political change. 

Power to the People emerged as the theme for this year’s Arts and Culture Gala through discus-
sions with students about the role that the arts play in political life, and about the social and 
cultural politics in view in the first decades of the 21st century, especially since January 2017.  

Casting a wide net, our conversations considered the political situation of Indigenous Peoples 
in Canada, the rise of xenophobia here and around the world, the plight of refugees, racism, 
sexism, climate change and environmental catastrophe, and, of course, the election of Donald 
Trump. And, in the face of such adversity, we also observed the rise in grass roots political or-
ganizations and a renewed belief in personal and collective agency to bring about change. 

The project was conceived under the rubric of an Integrating Activity project, as a means to 
demonstrate the skills and competencies that students have acquired in their studies in the Arts 
and Culture Profile. In the end it says something more profound about the social conscious-
ness of this generation.  Power to the People represents hope, a clear commitment to collective 
action, to social justice and to political change.

The realization of this project is indebted to the hard work and commitment of a number of 
people. All of the contributors to Power to the People exhibition and publication project de-
serve recognition, though special mention should be made of a few who have conscientiously 
and creatively managed the details of the project: Isabela Andrade, Elizabeth Breuner, Giulia 
Caruana, Charlotte Giguère, Victoria Mastrocola, Gabrielle Piggott, Jayda Pounder, and Kay-
la-Marie Turricano.

Additional thanks to Creative Arts Sector Dean, Andrea Cole, ALC Program Coordinator, 
Nelly Muresan, Cinema and Communications Chair, Jesse Hunter, InDesign Guru Parisa 
Foroutan, Last minute Photoshopper Terryll Loffler, Matthew Ste. Marie of Ye Old Print Shop 
Dawson College, David Bannout, Sara de Guzman and Karen McCrae of Dawson IT, Tina 
Romeo, Co-ordinator, Student Success Action Plan, David Hall, Fine Arts, and the good peo-
ple in Plant and Facilities, without whom this exhibition and publication could not have hap-
pened.

As the teacher-advisors for the Winter 2017 Arts and Culture Integrating Activity classes, we 
have had the great pleasure to work with and learn from Power to the People team. We extend 
our thanks and appreciation to all. 

Myriam Rafla and Cheryl Simon
May, 2017





Assimilation Evasion
Michelle Desruisseaux

Although being “different” seems to be accepted in countries like Canada 
and the U.S., the society can still make certain cultures feel like they’re not 
as westernized. However, “Assimilation Evasion” by Michelle Desruisseaux 
brings light to these cultures by creating six portraits including a Cree man 
in traditional headdress, an African American women with an afro, and a 
Muslim woman in a Hijab through outlines of cut-up black paper that ap-
pear in front of blank white paper. Through these sharp but minimalistic 
contrasts, she brings these cultural identities front and center, and makes it 
clear that they will be special and distinctive among the assimilation.





For immigrants living in 1st world countries, it’s been an on-going battle against 
the cruel act of assimilation. The stigma surrounding many cultural aspects like 
natural afro-textured hair and hijabs have raised unnecessary conflict and bla-
tant ignorance. But, “Assimilation Operation” by Brandon Patram hopes to bring 
this issue to light and show just how much these cultural identities need to be 
respected. Through Styrofoam heads and found images throughout history that 
will be made-up of an afro or a hijab, the viewer will see right away the roots and 
importance of these cultures, and just how much these “stigmas” are in-grained 
in their identity. Those who have opposed these cultural groups will realize that 
these properties are much more than simple trends and fashion statements, but 
are a part of their people.

Assimilation Operation
Brandon Patram





Bias Bounds Unstitched
Elizabeth Breuner

Quilted squares, beaded and embroidered with the deep hidden struggles 
of three very unique women. Unstitching what makes them vulnerable, al-
lowing others to see the things we believe relates to weakness. We keep these 
feelings hidden away. Standing up in solidarity with bounds left bare, these 
fears we keep concealed are what make us powerful;  make us beautiful. 

My name is Liz; I am 20 years old.
I want people to believe that I am bold. 
Sometimes I might appear quiet & cold, 
the puzzles of my mind cease to mold
Me.
I am an artist.
Though I don’t allow myself to harvest, 
the creations which I have delicately 
charted.
I am no Marxist.
Take this heartless
carcass 

Out of the darkness.





Breaking the Norms
Aja Palmer

Living in a society where how you act, dress, and choose to live your life can be rid-
iculed based on your gender, it makes maneuvering your way through these forced 
norms so much harder on your identity. The “Breaking out of Gender Norms” photo 
series and interview project by Aja Palmer cond this fixed notion and flips it; giv-
ing the viewer an image they might not expect. Through images like men showing 
emotion and women showing off their “unexpected” physical strength, it will make 
the viewers realize just how common these gender norms perpetuate our lives on the 
regular. With 10 portraits shown of the most powerful quote from the subjects’ inter-
views, the viewers will gain a deeper understanding of how detrimental these impossi-
ble standards are to achieve, for all gender identities and ethnicities. Overall, we might 
think these norms will form us, but we can all break free. 





Cultures that perceive themselves as complete opposites of each other can actually find 
many similarities. In times of turmoil, it is important to come together and connect. We 
aren’t as different as we would like to think we are; it’s time everyone begins to embrace each 
other. The use of thread in my sculptural project represents the connection that we should 
all have.

I am currently enrolled at Dawson in the Arts and Culture program and will be graduating 
in May of 2017. I have acquired many valuable skills like drawing techniques, painting, 
printmaking, Photoshop art, and HTML coding amongst other things. 
In the future, I hope to find myself in the world of design; I’m still not sure where, but I 
know I have a love for the arts. I love to work with my hands and do practical work; it’s no 
surprise that design fit perfectly for me. Hopefully I will find myself enjoying what I do in 
the future; I hope I will always be able to express myself through art. It’s a form of expres-
sion and allows individuals to explore and get more in touch with themselves.

Connecting Culture Through 
Pin + Thread
Tamara Chazin





Courage Across Cultures
Coral Rajchgot

In a synthesis of the mediums of theatre, writing, and journalism, Courage Across Cultures is 
a short written performance piece exploring many different cultural beliefs and experiences as they 
pertain to fear. Based on interviews conducted with several different students and teachers from 
Dawson College, this work is intended to be delivered as a monolgue at the ALC festival. This piece 
compares and contrasts stories of fear and courage in order to reach a message of greater unity and 
hope for the future.

Coral Rajchgot is a second year Arts and Culture  student with a passion for theatrical performance, 
film study/production, creative writing, and social justice. She can often be found acting, memo-
rizing musical theatre lyrics or writing one of several science fiction novels. She also has a great ap-
preciation for both visual and digital arts, as well as a strong passion for all things art history. Other 
interests include journalism and scholarly research. Moving onwards to university, she is looking 
to study and practice law, but plans on maintaining focus on her artistic endeavours as well as they 
form a truly invaluable part of her life. 





From Plate to Palate
Christina Vamvakas

In order to celebrate the theme of Power to the People, I have created a 
photo project highlighing the world of veganism. We have the power to 
choose, and to live our lives making a difference. This is why making the 
choice to follow a plant based diet can reduce our carbon footprint and 
be an ethical choice. Throughout the past three months, I took a photo of 
every meal I ate in order to compile photos. I have chosen my favourites 
and placed them in such a way using Adobe photoshop that viewers can 
see why a vegan lifestyle is both sustainable and exciting.





Generation Diaries
Whitney Norcéide & Yi-Xuan Wang

In this day and age of diverse cultures and different customs, lines can 
become blurry of where your cultural identity lies as an immigrant. “The 
Generation Diaries” interactive online video installation by Whitney 
Norcéide and Yi-Xuan Wang looks to explore the inter-generational 
differences between 3 immigrants in Canada through short story about 
the specific objects that represent their culture. Shown on a website, the 
viewer will be able to pick which story they want to hear, and it works to 
open up their minds to different cultures and traditions that are right here 
in Montreal. By creating an immersive environment for the viewer to be 
surrounded by through video, sound, and physical space, they will get 
what it’s really like to be in somebody else’s shoes and gain a richer, deeper 
perspective of cultural identity.





Hear What I Am Saying
Elyssia Castellan

Language has always been a huge part of my life. I grew up speaking Italian that 
was taught to me by my grandparents who immigrated to Canada. They also 
taught me that language does not create borders and barriers but it allows you to 
transcend through cultures. I then went to school and learnt English and French. 
Later on, in high school I learnt Spanish, and taught myself Sign Language. 
With each language comes this enriching experience of learning about culture 
and background. I was taught that diversity in language and culture should be 
celebrated and not feared. Through my video I want to employ the message that 
language can be seen as a form of hope and should not be feared, especially now 
in the society that we live in and all that is happening language and culture could 
not be more at risk. People, especially now more than ever we need to stick by 
one another and stand together no matter your race, ethnicity, language and/or 
culture. 

This short documentary video work will incompass multiple languages all speak-
ing through hope as a symbol. This video work will follow as well my life and 
those closest to me showing the diversity in language in one family, in hopes to 
show how languages can work together to form a sense of hope and love. 





It’s All Noise - A Milk Boy’s 
Production
Kaïa  Etezadi · Alexandra Khalimonova · 
Vienna Pouliot 

The goal of our project is to create an immersive space designed to induce in the viewer 
political, personal, and social reflections. This collaboration was inspired by the geo-
political climate as presented by Western news outlets since the recent US election.  
More specifically, we want to focus a perceived increase in international militarization, 
political trends leaning towards oppressive values, and the social effect of regular me-
dia use and consumption.

The installation consists of s closed space containing original artwork, speakers playing 
a recording of the Milk Boys track “It’s All Noise” and an accompanying video.  Our 
project aims to tackle the dichotomy of fear and hope that we see prevalent in our 
society. We seek to accomplish this by responding to a feeling of helplessness with a 
powerful message of strength and persistence, through an original song and video.

This project will additionally address the role of the artist in a changing world. We seek 
to emphasize the link between art and radical awareness. We believe that this connec-
tion can lead to widespread activism.

Ultimately, our installation aims to provoke and unsettle. If you are feeling uncom-
fortable, you should be.

At least you are feeling something.

The Milk Boyos: Three punks with a penchant for snakes, lakes and good mistakes. 
Fuelled by angst and powered by a Roland cube amp. They write songs that make 
them yell, and songs that make them laugh. Together they create the kind of art that 
will make you nod your head with a “hell yeah.” 
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Mirror, Mirror
Jake Shtern + Ava Catellier

Do we really know who we are when we see our reflections in the mirror or are we just 
products of the past that will determine the outcomes of our future? Mirror, Mirror by 
Jake Shtern and Ava Catellier will explore this question thoroughly through a set-up 
of three mirrors, three headsets and IPods, pens and sticky notes, and big curtains that 
will close off into a triangular shape. This highly interactive installation will put the 
participants in place to decide their identity through step by step recordings they hear 
as they go to each mirror. The first one will ask questions about their past, the second 
about the present, and the third about their future. With each subject writing down 
one answer on a sticky note, all three mirrors will become full of sticky notes until 
the mirror can’t be seen anymore. Finally transforming it into one cohesive piece that 
will demonstrate the participants’ responses, and make us realize that maybe past and 
future identity really does correlate; all you have to do is press play.





My Vocabulary 
Includes Sex
Gaëlle Marcil + Megan Winnard

What is identity? And how can one find it in a mainstream society where we are 
consistently told who we should be? Gaelle Marcil and Megan Winnard will be ques-
tioning these themes through snippets of prose pieces, poems, and personal images 
that will all come together in a zine. This print project will explore the struggles of 
finding yourself and why it’s so hard to do so. Its narrative will talk about the strug-
gle of us constantly having to define who we are based on our gender, the way we 
dress, our income, and other varying factors that the society deems as “important”. 
Through angsty, striking written works that will be hung on a clothing rack, they 
challenge the root of these problems within the culture and ultimately ask the final 
question, do any of us really know who we are?





The Ninth Dimension 
Joseph Gendron, Samantha Lepine 
+ Alexandra Vasiliou

Go, go, go Sprite to the top with Pepsi and Pop
Hell on Earth, Peace on Earth
Erase mind, mind the gap.
Gag on my rag, die my fly, kill spill 
Top of the hill gang, what’s a gang
I can’t spell or tell stories to save the bell
Sometimes the bell needs saving 
Sometimes the trap needs a mouse to realise
What it’s got in the house
Cumberbatch
Cumbersome 
Cucumber
Slumber party
Try walking on the line or flying high 
Try going the distance or soaring through air 
Honesty is the best policy 
No theme 
Write, write, write
Flight, kite, scary monsters and sprites
Fairytale, fairy’s tale 
Tail Tag Gay Fag
Go, go, go to the park after dark 
See what the night has to offer 
With going the distance

The Ninth Dimension challenges modern popular music by making our own music 
and expressing ourselves artistically without big producers or digital mastering and 
with instruments that we have made ourselves.  We want to bring attention to the fun-
damentals of music that seem to have been lost in what is perpetuated in mainstream 
media. Our project is a commentary on modern artists and today’s music industry. In 
essence, the objective is to remind the people that they have the power to share sincer-
ity, creativity and craftsmanship in a natural way. 





Photographing Hope
Kayla-Marie Turriciano

 According to dictionary.com, hope is “a feeling of expectation and desire for a certain thing 
to happen.” What most people don’t realize is that hope is hard-wired into our brains. It 
opens us to believe that no matter how horrible the circumstances are right now, the possi-
bility for things to work out in the end exists; it is what inspires people to perservere What 
do you hope for?

A research article about the nature of hope as a sentiment and as a state of mind; 
how it affects people’s lives when emphsized. Nine interviews with Dawson students 
intertwined with their perspectives about how hope affects their lives and society. An 
installation of 3 x 3 picture posters with interview subjects holding up a sign with a 
word of their choice which embodies what hope is.

Kayla-Marie Turriciano. Dawson student graduating fron the Arts + Culture profile of 
the Arts, Literature and Communications program with a minor in Journalism. Inter-
est in writing, art, Netflix and food.  Puts her heart and soul in everything she does and 
avid hoper for things to work out in the end. Why am I talking in the third person?





POC: Power of Colour
Crystal Tsai

This project is composed of several portraits and a short complementary video.
 
“Power of Colour” is derived of the same acronyms used for the term “People of 
Colour”. This project aims to promote immigration stories and experiences of 
people of colour. The focus on POC is simply due to the fact that immigrants of 
colour, who are minorities, tend to face more discrimination than a white immi-
grant. Interviews have taken place in people’s homes, as well as places they feel at 
home in. Each interview will be displayed in video and portrait form. 
 
The name is Crystal Tsai, the age is 19, the nationality is Taiwanese- Canadian. 
At the moment, Dawson College is where I spend most of my days, and Arts and 
Cultures is what I am studying. For now, all I know is that I enjoy most forms 
of art, I’m pretty good with languages, I have an obsession with food and I like 
people and nature... Way to narrow things down am I right?





Poems About the End
Chloë Dupré

Death. It’s a scary word. For some it means the end. For others, it means so 
much more. Poems about the End is a compilation of poems and illustrations 
exploring the theme of fear, specifically the fear of death. It sheds light on dif-
ferent religious views towards death and how these beliefs can be empowering 
by removing that fear from living life. The primary aim of the piece was to take 
something feared and taboo like death and turn it into something positive and 
pretty.  

As a student, I have developed a wide variety of creative art skills that have 
helped me put together a project responding to my interests in different reli-
gious cultures and beliefs. The inspiration for this project stemmed from the 
topic of fear. Having a personal fear of death made the subject particularly in-
teresting to study. Originally, the goal was to explore different beliefs and fears 
cultures have surrounding death, but what emerged was a more uplifting final 
product: why different cultures teach us not to fear death. 





Poetry of Posts is a project of awareness. In the 21st century, social media is constant in the lives of millions 
around the world. A person’s social media accounts may be a personal platform; it is a platform for activism. 
Poetry of Posts has taken ten different hashtags that encompass racial injustice, gender inequality, environmen-
tal issues, animal rights, sexual orientation, mental illness, and body shaming. Using the different hashtags as a 
search tool across social media sites such as Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, and Tumblr, poems have been created 
through a compilation of posts from around the globe.

Like most teenagers, Kristen and Olivia enjoy creating their online presence. Both of them will be going on to 
study communication and use this project in order to reflect these interests . Kristen enjoys working on public 
relations projects  as well as research and journalistic writing. Olivia is a very talented creative writer who spends 
time working on poetry and design. Together, they have combined their similar interests and varying talents to 
create Poetry of Posts. They hope that this project will impact those who read the poems and have people reflect 
on injustice or issues that affect the lives of so many across the globe. 

Speak up.
Social media gives you a voice.
Use it.

Poetry of Posts
Olivia Mascitto + Kristen Payne





I’m an ambitious woman in search of my talent. I am good at planning, creating, 
helping and loving, but I am bad with patience. Art is what completes my life, and 
what makes it bearable. Being surrounded by passionate people, and being able to 
work and collaborate with them is what I want to do for the rest of my life. Apart 
from that, my friends are my hobby in a way. I like sharing and finding out things 
about people. Honestly, I like people in general, as well as learning what their talents 
are, their opinions, and their preferences. I also like rainy days, photography, and 
eating apple sauce without a spoon. But what I hate the most are hypocrites, the 
system, and capitalism. I don’t have a particular taste in music, but at the end of the 
day, Bowie is my go to.

Producer
Bela Portela Andrade





I’m 19… but will remain 18 in my head forever since I want to 
be the joyful and playful child I’ve always been. I love interacting 
with others and collaborating to create events. I’m a very passion-
ate person who gives everything she’s got to create a powerful and 
dynamic product. I love love LOVE surfing, biking, drawing, 
road TRIPPING, camping, music… and honestly all different 
kinds of activities. It does not take much to make me happy. I 
would also like to pursue a career in event marketing or publicity. 
Power to the People is a great project, and I’m really proud to 
produce a show featuring works that have so much potential! 

Producer
Charlotte Giguère





I’m a 19 year old student in the Arts & Culture program at Dawson 
College. I love animals (dogs- flat faced, pugs and bulldogs), being 
alone, and looking pretty (lol). I love studying culture and learning 
about my own cultural background as well as others’. One of my 
favourite artists is K-pop girl group Ace of Angels (AOA) because 
of how confident, beautiful and funny they are. I enjoy eating and 
shopping for clothes and makeup I can’t afford and my style icon is 
Kim Seolhyun.

Producer
Victoria Mastrocola





Producer: Marketing
Jayda Pounder

I’m a 19-year-old Arts and Culture student who loves to have fun, socialize, and 
connect with others. I’m fluent in pop culture references, and I’m constantly writ-
ing, reading, and checking up on what’s happening around the world. With all this 
energy and fast-paced interactions, coffee is the only thing that can truly keep up 
with me (with like 8 packs of sugar added to it). I love learning about new per-
spectives and I’m constantly trying to figure out why people do the things they do; 
can you tell I want to be a journalist? I really want to travel the world one day, and 
hope I can help change it! 





Producer: Public Relations
Japhir Charles

I’d love to talk about myself but I do not feel that there is much to say about me. Al-
most in my mid twenties, I still wonder when my transition from girl to woman will 
happen. I’m patiently waiting for that day to come even if I’m very stressed about it. 
I’m always surprising myself because I never take time getting to know who I really 
am. This is probably the reason why there is nothing much to say about me.





Producer: Sound
Jayson Martin

I really enjoy my role with this project, not because it’s a way to exercise 
and showcase my skill as an audio engineer, but because most bands who 
do their own recording don’t always understand the mixing process a lot of 
sonic elements are lost; ergo, the clarity of the song is lost. I enjoy it when I 
get to sit down with a band and help take their well written song, record it 
in a studio-like fashion, and then clean it up and mix it so nothing is lost, 
and it sounds the way it was intended to be.





Producer: Webmaster
Gabrielle Piggott
I admire those who create, no matter what medium. We all have something to contrib-
ute and I hope to spend my time engaging with this, learning what I can from others, 
experiencing what the world has to offer and discovering more and more about myself 
and my abilities along the way.  

Art has the capacity to give strength and power to any cause, issue or opinion but most 
of all to the individuals and communities in question. Art drives culture and culture 
drives society and society shapes each and every one of us.





Reach Your Finitude
Romane Loranger





Red Vultra
Carmen Pasere

This book is based on Greek mythology looking specifically at its feminist side. 
Though the depiction of Greek culture has suggested that it is predominately 
male dominated, this book take on a female perspective. The main character is 
a young woman named Elena Walker, who is the child of the Greek Goddess of 
love. Throughout her adventures, she proves that being a woman and the daugh-
ter of love, does not keep her from being a powerful half-god offspring. She 
changes her fate and the stereotypes of women within Greek culture andbrings 
power to women all over the world. She becomes more powerful and influential 
than any of the male heroes from the Greek myths. 

Carmen is a college student whose interests lie within the different cultures she 
discovers around her. The ones that impressed her the most were Greek and Ro-
man culture. It started when she spent two weeks in Italy, roaming the streets, 
architecture and history of the beautiful culture. She got inspired and found the 
opportunity to write Red Vultra when hearing about the Integrating Activity proj-
ect. She, like most students, finds herself spending a lot of time on the computer 
so she decided she would use that time wisely by writing a book. Although it was 
a demanding task, she accomplished writing her book. So here it is, Red Vultra.





Relayed Revolution 
A Music Video Compilation 
Zoe Aikman
Continuing my ongoing interests in film, music and social activism, my Inte-
grating Activity project takes the form of a music video compilation. The video 
consists of a re-produced version of the Gorillaz’ song, “Clint Eastwood”, and 
news clips from different channels that center around select social activism relat-
ed events. The song is combined with Sampa the Great’s “The Revolution will be 
Televised” and J Dilla’s “Walkinonit”.

“Clint Eastwood” was chosen for the message conveyed by the lyrics, which fo-
cuses on the divergence between the world we are perceiving and the reality to 
which we must awaken. The song’s chorus addresses the dependence one has on 
hope for the future when people perceive themselves as useless in the present. 
This idea is meant to manifest itself both in a negative and positive light, forcing 
the viewers to think about their own personal interpretation of the work. 

The contrast between the song’s lyrics and its accompanying clips is meant to 
highlight the key role of the media in current social activism. It particularly un-
derlines the discrepancies between what we are being told and what is really 
occurring. The power of the media has further created another problem, which 
I perceive as a “Progress Paradox”: the more we consume “news” related to in-
justices, the more futility arises in taking action to fix it. This is partially due to 
the media demonizing protesters and ideologies that derive from the bottom-up. 
The synthesis between the two mediums serves to reveal the contrast between the 
messages presented in the clips in order to further propagate the theme of my 
project.



Roses From 
Home



Roses from Home
Alifa Islam

Roses from Home is a short documentary about motherhood in a land far away from 
home. It focuses on the challenges Bangladeshi mothers deal with living in North 
America.  We often take our beautiful mothers fro granted. This film is dedicated to our 
extraordinary moms. We love you.

Alifa Islam, 19, Canadian-Bangladeshi. I paint, I draw, and write articles for an online 
magazine I co-own called MULTI. I’m a feminist by all means. Feminism matters, es-
pecially in the society we live in today. As someone who has grown up with an amazing 
mother, I’ve always been intrigued by the unconditional love women have for their 
children. This is why this documentary is special to me.





SuperWomen
Daniela Mancuso + Felicia Alexopoulos

It’s a bird, it’s a plane…no it’s SuperWomen!

These women are the unsung heroines that have made some of the greatest achieve-
ments in history. It doesn’t matter if their contributions or triumphs were big or 
small. They’ve all helped make the world a better place, not only for women of today, 
but also for future generations.  Our goal was to empower women of today’s society, 
because we felt as if women are often made to feel that they aren’t good enough.  

We wanted to honour these amazing women by creating homage to them. Combin-
ing our passions for the arts and for culture, we’ve decided to collaborate on a project 
in two parts. The first is a pixelated heart made of a composite of canvases and melt-
ed wax crayons onto which we’ve attached affirmative messages about and for wom-
en, written by women.  The second part is an audio work reciting a list of 150 of the 
world’s ‘SuperWomen’ throughout time.  We wanted to show how these women are 
significant role models for girls. Our goal is to show girls that we’re all a powerful 
force to be reckoned with, and to show society they should not underestimate us. 

We are inviting women of all ages to express their feelings about the pride they take 
in being a woman by writing anonymously on the various coloured notepads that 
we will make available in the exhibition. It can be a quote, a simple word, a phrase, 
a lyric or anything else. The possibilities are endless. When you have written down 
your message we welcome you to stick it onto any one of the canvases. 

The artists of this work are Dawson students that will be graduating from the Arts + 
Culture Profile (Winter 2017).





A Discussion of This is Worse 
by Francisco Goya
Lorraine Hamel
A research paper discussing Franciso Goya’s  This is Worse and the events that inspired the 
work. The painting shows the sufferings of the Spanish people at the hands of the French 
during the Dos de Mayo uprising in 1808.  A short video interview with a journalist 
discussing the art work as an act of reportage accompanies the essay. 

My name is Lorraine Hamel and I’m a 19-year-old student from Montréal. I’m currently 
at Dawson College, studying in the ALC Arts and Culture program. I hope to pursue 
a path that will lead me to the art field. I’m passionate about human and animal rights, 
and hope to teach and inspire change. 
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